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1. Background procedure in case of (suspected)  
child endargement in Germany 

 Several child maltreatment deaths since the late 1990s and their 
reception in the media set child and youth welfare and politics massively 
under pressure. 
 

 Introduction of section 8a of Social Code Book VIII (Child and Youth 
Welfare) in 2005. 
 

 Sec. 8a Social Code Book defines the threshold for the duty to take action 
and regulates procedural steps for the statutory services. 
 

 Since 2012 data on risk assessments under sec. 8a conducted by the youth 
welfare agencies are reportet to the statistical offices.  
 

 Now data from four census years are available. 
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2. The statistical reporting form for the „8a-Statistics“ 
 Part A age and sex of the child 

 
Part B age of the child‘s natural or adoptive parents 
 
Part C the child‘s habitual residence 
 
Part D person, agency or institution who/which informed the welfare 
 agency 
 
Part E support services at the time the risk assessment was conducted 
 
Part F overall evaluation of the risk situation, 
 the form of maltreatment, 
 newly implemented support services 
 
Part G communication with the court 
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3. Core Results of the „8a-Statistics“ 

  Prevalence of risk assessments in youth welfare agencies 
 

2015:  129.485  risk assessments in youth welfare agencies 
  
 97 risk assessments per 10,000 of the population at the same age 
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 Age of the children concerned 

diagram 1: risk assessments by age of the child concerned in the years (Germany 

2012-2015, data: absolute numbers) 

Source: Federal Office of Statistics (various volumes): child and youth welfare statistics: risk assessments 
under sec. 8a (1) Social Code Book VIII; collocation by the research association German Youth Institute 
(DJI)/Technical University (TU) Dortmund 
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 Notifiers of the potential risk 
 
diagram 2: risk assessments sorted by notifiers (Germany 2015; data in %) 

Source: Federal Office of Statistics (2015): child and youth welfare statistics: risk assessments under sec. 8a 
(1) Social Code Book VIII; collocation by the research association German Youth Institute (DJI)/Technical 
University (TU) Dortmund 
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 Outcomes of the risk assessments 

diagram 3: risk assessments sorted by the outcome (Germany 2015, data in %) 

Source: Federal Office of Statistics (2015): child and youth welfare statistics: risk assessments under sec. 8a 
(1) Social Code Book VIII; collocation by the research association German Youth Institute (DJI)/Technical 
University (TU) Dortmund 
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 Form of maltreatment 

diagram 4: Imminent child endangerment/risk of harm sorted by form of maltreatment 
(Germany 2015; n=20.806; data in %) 

Source: Federal Office of Statistics (2015): child and youth welfare statistics: risk assessments under sec. 8a 
(1) Social Code Book VIII; collocation by the research association German Youth Institute (DJI)/Technical 
University (TU) Dortmund 
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diagram 5: “Latent” child endangerment/risk of harm sorted by form of maltreatment 
(Germany 2015; n=24.188; data in %) 

Source: Federal Office of Statistics (2015): child and youth welfare statistics: risk assessments under sec. 8a 
(1) Social Code Book VIII; collocation by the research association German Youth Institute (DJI)/Technical 
University (TU) Dortmund 
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 Support services following 
 

appeal to the court (9.211) 

diagram 6: protective measures by the state to prevent or end child 
endangerment/risk of harm (risk assessments under sec. 8a Social Code Book VIII 
2015; data absolute) 

Source: Federal Office of Statistics (2015): child and youth welfare statistics: risk assessments under sec. 8a 
(1) Social Code Book VIII; collocation by the research association German Youth Institute (DJI)/Technical 
University (TU) Dortmund 



München, 09.01.2015 | Rauschenbach/Schilling 

diagram 7: First provision of support services following a substantiated (“latent”) child 
endangerment/risk of harm (Germany 2015; data in %) 

      
 
Source: Federal Office of Statistics (2015): child and youth welfare statistics: risk assessments under sec. 8a 
(1) Social Code Book VIII; collocation by the research association German Youth Institute (DJI)/Technical 
University (TU) Dortmund 
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Thank you! 
 
Dr. Jens Pothmann 
Gudula Kaufhold 
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Wechselseitige Unterstützung und Austausch im 
Forschungsalltag 

• Kinderbetreuung  
vor Ort –  
Der Betreuungs- 
atlas 2013 
 
 
 
 
 

• Anfragen zu 
internationalen 
Vergleichen der 
frühkindlichen Bildung 

Unterstützung der 
Öffentlichkeitsarbeit des DJI 
durch Beiträge auf der 
Homepage und Impulse 
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